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From Drawing to Reality

CHEVRON NIGERIA – ESCRAVOS Control TOWER

It took many hours in very challenging circumstances but from drawing to reality, it was 9 months.
IN January 2009, Approach Navigation Systems was awarded the contract to design and manufacture the cab portion for the control tower at Escravos, Nigeria. Located on the Niger delta south east of Lagos, this area is densely populated and is sometimes called the oil rivers because of a long history of Palm oil. Now, it seems a new oil flows from this area, contributing to Nigeria being the 5th largest producer of oil. 
[image: ]Getting this oil requires many coordination feats which include the transportation of workers and the Escravos area is no stranger to the sound of aircraft. The Escravos airport maintains levels of 300 or more movements per day and thus the need for control for safe operations is very evident. 
The control tower had to be constructed in a way that it could be completed in modular form and shipped to location via sea containers, then reconstructed on site. This meant a complete construction at our facility in Canada, dismantle of unit then, then re-assembly in Nigeria.
The tower was completed in five major modules with all electrical being completed in a manner which allowed for plug and play interconnection between modules on site. By implementing this process, all electrical and electronic connections were tested and assembled in Canada.
This was a plan that allowed for the tower to be placed with cranes, modular furniture and consoles having been already wired were interconnected and the tower became operational within six weeks of onsite time with a minimal team.
The tower was outfitted with the best available communication equipment in VHF and UHF, Automated Weather Equipment, GPS based equipment, Nav-Aid Monitors and displays integrated into materials chosen for the high temperatures and high humidity of Nigeria. Glass was purchased in Canada but only assembled in Nigeria due to the delicate nature of this work but with excellent coordination between manufacturer and ANS planners everything went of smoothly.
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This view from the new tower looking down on the old tower clearly shows what an improvement the new tower was to the workers and controllers.
Approach Navigation Systems is proud of the achievements of its employees and the success of this projects contribution towards making the Chevron Nigeria Escravos site a safer operation. 
image1.png




image2.jpeg




image3.png

image4.png




